
Spotlight: The Canoe River Land !
An old map of Norton dated 1855 
shows a saw mill and a wadding 
(cotton) mill on the Canoe River 
where it passes under Red Mill 
Road (Newcomb St.). It was 
common in that era to use water 
power in mills and often dams 
were built to allow storage and 
control of the water. #!
The Land Preservation Society of Norton which 
was formed in 1970 acquired its first property 
along the Canoe River with the help of The 
Nature Conservancy. Other parcels were donated 
or purchased between 1973-76 resulting in nearly 
60 acres of preserved land: The Canoe River Land.  
In 1978 the town designated Red Mill Road as “A 
Scenic Road.”#!
This land, however, is not just scenic.  It is an 
important water resource. In 1981, the MA 
Secretary of Environmental Affairs designated the 
Canoe River Aquifer as an “Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern” (ACEC).  ACECs are 
“places in Massachusetts that receive special 
recognition because of the quality, uniqueness and 
significance of their natural and cultural 
resources.” Water from this aquifer supplies the 
towns of Sharon, Mansfield, Norton and Easton 
with drinking water.#!
The river is a meandering ribbon of water flowing 
from its headwaters near Massapoag Lake in 

Sharon to Winnecunnet Pond in Norton. From 
there, it makes its way to Lake Sabbatia and then 
into the Mill River in Taunton and the federally 
designated “Wild and Scenic” Taunton River.#!
The Canoe River Aquifer Advisory Committee 
(formed in 1987) describes the wetlands and woods 
abutting the Canoe River as “integral components 
in maintaining water quality and quantity for these 
communities. The wetlands and woods are also 
prime habitat for numerous species of plants and 
wildlife, some of which have been designated as 
‘endangered’ or of ‘special concern’.”#!
Recently, representatives of the MA Department 
of Ecological Restoration and 
The Nature Conservancy met 
with LPS directors on Red 
Mill Rd. to explore the mill 
site and the remnants of the 
dam.  Removal of the dam 
debris would likely have 
enormous ecological value 
and would restore the natural flow of the river 
providing habitat continuity for river herring, 
alewife, American eels and other species. After 
removal of two dams along the Taunton River, 
these species have returned upstream where they 
haven’t been seen for over two hundred years! #!
With support from the state and from other 
organizations, it is possible that in just a few short 
years, we may see river herring in the Canoe River. 
LPS is taking the first steps in making The Canoe 
River Land clear and welcoming.#

LAND PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
of NORTON#

Norton’s Land Trust - Norton, Massachusetts - www.nortonlandpreservation.org"

Upcoming LPS Board of Directors Meetings:#
Dec. 5, 2013, Jan. 16, 2014 and March 20, 1914#
Old Schoolhouse (Norton Historical Society) #
18 W Main St.;  All are welcome!

Watch for the announcement of our annual joint meeting 
with the Norton Historical Society (NHS.)  It features a 
country ham dinner and speaker on a topic of interest to 
both NHS and LPS. The meeting will be in May.
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A late October walk along Red Mill Rd. turned out 
to be more than a walk in the woods. We set out to 
put up a few signs. The LPS signs read “Wildlife 
Safety Zone” and indicate that we do not allow 
hunting and motor vehicles. We were carrying a 
ladder between us so we probably looked pretty 
funny!  The idea is to get the signs up high enough 
so they cannot be easily pulled off.#!
Our first encounter was two brothers, Norton 
natives, with their dogs. They chatted with us a bit 
and told us they walk there everyday. It was easy to 
see that their dogs enjoyed the walk as much as 
they did.  #!
We moved along and put up another sign. To my 
surprise I saw a large bird fly away from us over the 
marsh. At first I thought it was a hawk because of 
its size, but the white breast and wings just didn’t 
fit that image. Nor did the shape of the wings 
which extended down the trunk of the bird! #!
Figuring it must be an owl, I consulted the Sibley 
eGuide to the Birds of North America app on my 
iPad and matched the size, shape and color: a barn 
owl.  This is the perfect habitat for them as they eat 
small mammals, especially meadow voles. We 

wondered if our hammering 
on the tree had disturbed it. 
I later learned that the Barn 
Owl is a species of “Special 
Concern” by the MA Natural 
Heritage Endangered Species 
Program. How gratifying to 
see this rare owl on LPS land!#

A short while later 
we met a mom and 
three children 
from Easton. They 
were running and 
jumping and 
enjoying the 
outdoors in the 
way we wish all 
children could!  
We continued 
along the road and 
caught up with 
them a short while later. We were delighted to see 
them seesawing on a fallen tree caught in the crook 
of another dead tree. They were having a wonderful 
time; their joy was heartwarming and contagious.#!
A few cyclists zipped on through the woods and 
another couple with a dog caught up with us. They 
are from Mansfield and they said they come here all 
the time, too. They inspired us with stories of 
walking here even when the snow was two-feet 
deep. They like to take the paths off the road as 
part of their walk. They had many questions after 
they learned we were from the LPS and that the 
LPS owned this land. They and the Easton mom 
asked the same question:  Will this land be 
developed?  We assured them that the land owned 
by LPS would not be developed; as a land trust, we 
endeavor to save it in as natural a state as possible. 
They were relieved and sincerely expressed their 
gratitude. We want to share their message with all 
members of LPS.#!
As we headed back to the car with ladder in hand, 
we encountered one more visitor. He was carrying a 
camera and he asked if he could take a picture of 
us. We knew we looked pretty funny, and this 
confirmed it! He is a photography student at Bristol 
Community College and he was working on a 
project for his course. Wonder if we made it into 
the finished project… Either way, we had a great 
walk in the woods that day. Having met so many 
friendly and interesting people and seeing so much 
along the way, it was truly a walk to remember.#!
                                                    -Kathy and Phil Zawasky#!

How to Make a Land Donation !
LPS will accept open and uncontaminated land. #

 Donations are tax deductible at the full 
assessment of the land at the time of the 
donation, as allowed by law.#
 LPS will pay the expenses associated with 
drawing up a new deed. #
 If the donation is significant, the donor may 
have the option of naming the property. 

A Walk Along Red Mill Road
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Membership and Dues Information#

LPS is a registered 501(c)(3) exempt non-profit organization. 
Dues and other donations are tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by law.  Join us if you can!#
To all members: if you are able, please consider making an 
additional donation to help support the mission of LPS. #
If you haven’t already filled out this form, please do so 
now and return it so that we can update our records.  
Also, please consider receiving our newsletters via email to 
help reduce printing and mailing costs.#
Note: We now accept dues payments and donations via 
PayPal, at our web site www.nortonlandpreservation.org. If 
you decide to use that payment method, we would appreciate 
your filling out the form below and mailing it to us so that we 
may update our records and learn if you want to receive our 
newsletter by email in the future. 

!
Name:# #
____________________________________________________#
!
Address:#
____________________________________________________#
!
Tel: _________________  Email:______________________#

 IMPORTANT:   #
I prefer to receive the newsletter by email: ___Yes    ___No #!
Please check any of the following selections:#!

!
Please return this form with your check payable to Land 
Preservation Society of Norton (or LPS) and mail to:  
                              LPS of Norton,  
                              PO Box 204,   
                              Norton, MA  02766

Tricentennial Park Update !
After a lovely spring and summer, fall is 
very evident at the park.  For the most 
part, visitors to the park enjoy it and 
leave it as they have found it. However, 
we have had trouble with some visitors 
who disturb the rocks of the waterfall 
and cycle through some of the gardens. 
We are still searching for solutions to 
these problems.#!
On a brighter note, Dana Rappaneau 
reported that a man came to his 
landscaping business at the Olde Thyme 
Shoppe with a picture of the Erikson 
Arbor and the honeysuckle growing all 
over it. He wanted to know the name of 
the vine and how to get it. The native 
coral honeysuckle, Lonicera sempervirens, 
grew gloriously up and over the arbor 
this year and produced lovely red 
trumpet flowers all summer.  #!
Members of LPS 
developed the park as a 
showplace for native 
plants. This is the type 
of thing we hoped to 
see happen -  Bravo!!#!
Another project, still in its formative 
stage, is to make guides and maps of the 
plants so that visitors can easily identify 
and learn about native plants,  
appreciate their beauty and learn about 
interconnections with other native 
species. We hope to make progress next 
summer on this project.#!
Finally, new commemorative bricks are 
to be installed in memory of deceased 
members of LPS. Those honored 
include: Past President Robert G. 
Burkhart, Founding Members A. 
Llewellyn Jennings and Marjorie 
McBride and Directors Susan and Bryan 
Mims.#

  Individual     $5   Life  $100

  Family          $10  I’m already a Life Member

  Supporting    $25  Donation:   $______

        FALL  NEWSLETTER#                                                                           NOVEMBER, 2013

PAGE � #3                                                                                                                                                            



Norton Nature Notes !
Flowers in October and November are unusual, but for the native 
Witch Hazel (Hamamelis virginiana), it is the habit. Shortly after 
the brilliant yellow leaves fall to the ground, bright yellow flowers 
in a starburst or fireworks pattern appear. Look around the 
woods of Norton and try to find the delicate flowers among all 
the browns and reds of fallen leaves. Witch Hazel is a multi-
stemmed shrub about 6-10 ft. tall with pliable arching branches. 
It has a pleasant fragrance and bears small fruit even while 
flowering.#!
Very obvious this fall is the appearance of abundant Woolly Bears. These fuzzy brown and black 
caterpillars are the larval stage of the Isabella tiger moth (Pyrrharctia isabe$a.) They hatch in the fall and 
spend the winter frozen solid thanks to a natural antifreeze (called a cryoprotectant.) In the spring the 
caterpillar will form a cocoon and pupate into the adult stage. The moth will emerge for a few busy days 
to eat and reproduce and start the cycle over again. Most people have heard that a thinner middle brown 
band on the caterpillar is a predictor of a mild winter and a thicker one predicts a severe winter. It is an 
endearing story but has yet to be proven.#

Nason Family Land Donation !
During the past 18 months the Nason family has 
generously donated two contiguous parcels of 
land totaling almost 50 acres. The land is located 
in the area bounded by E. Main St., S. 
Washington St. and I495, behind the homes 
along Main and Washington Streets.  The first 
parcel was donated by Dorothy Lorance and the 
second parcel by joint owners Elwin Nason, 
Charles “Dick” Nason, Nancy May, and Karen 
Robbins. There is a permanent easement for 
pedestrian access along the southerly edge of 
Dick and Terry Nason’s lot at 22 S. Washington 
St.  #!
Dick has done a wonderful job marking and 
mowing the easement path and he and Terry 
have marked the LPS boundaries. Much of the 
land is dry and has beautiful walking trails, 
primarily on the parcel where the easement 
leads. We recently installed an LPS sign at that 
point. A sign at the start of the easement on S. 
Washington St. is in the works as well. We are 
grateful and thank the extended Nason family for 
keeping the “Nason Wildlife Preserve” protected 
and open for the enjoyment of the public.

LPS Mission !
The Land Preservation Society was founded in 
1970 “to protect natural resources, to preserve 
natural areas and historic sites, and provide open 
space for the benefit of the general public; to 
educate the public about the wise use of natural 
resources; and to work with other organizations 
having similar purposes.” #!
We are a registered non-profit 501(c)3 
organization and all contributions of money and 
land are tax deductible to the extent allowed by 
law.#!
We have formally subscribed to the Standards 
and Practices set out by the Land Trust Alliance 
to assure that land trusts act ethically and abide 
by the best rules of governance.#!

Officers#
President: Kathleen Ebert-Zawasky#
Vice President: Daniel Murray#
Secretary: Linda Kollett#
Treasurer: Jonathan Rowe#
Past Presidents: Frances Shirley and Ann Sears

        FALL  NEWSLETTER#                                                                           NOVEMBER, 2013

PAGE �4


